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Over 150 wonderful and intriguing works of paintings, photographs, sculptures, folk art, 
ceramics, and memorable mountain experiences from generous donors will be open for bidding 
in the first-ever online auction hosted by the Whyte Museum in early June. 
 
An immediate and generous donation came from Doug Levis who is contributing the services of 
his well- known auction house, Levis Fine Art Auctions. “We will do anything we can for the 
Whyte. It’s a very special place," says Levis. “We are delighted to be working with Levis on this 
special event which will help celebrate the 115th anniversary or our remarkable founder 
Catharine Robb Whyte,” says Whyte CEO Donna Livingstone. “We are especially pleased to 
announce that there will not be a buyer’s premium on any lot. It’s touching to see how quickly 
and generously people responded with donations. It speaks to the role that the Whyte has 
played in mountain culture for more than 50 years.” 
 
The proceeds from the sale will go towards supporting digital access to the collections and 
exhibitions, as well as Indigenous programming. The theme of the auction is Rocky Mountain 
Legends, with items and experiences that will connect buyers with mountain culture.  Works of 
art that span the history of the Bow Valley, from F.M. Bell-Smith to the present, include paintings 
by W.J. Phillips, Michael Cameron, David Thauberger, H.G. Glyde, and vintage mountain 
photographs. Quirky folk art sculptures and a signed first-edition book by Emily Carr will attract 
a wide range of interests. 
 
Experiences range from luxury accommodation packages, helicopter rides, ski packages, 
personal events with mountain legends such as Sharon Wood and Chic Scott, and a visit to the 
intriguing and private Canadian Museum of Making. Fran Drummond from the legendary Twin 
Falls Chalet, is donating some heritage pieces. Local art galleries have reached out to their 
clients and artists and more donations are arriving every day. 
The auction has been organized by a team of volunteer Board members including Hope Smith, 
Rod Green, Allison Edwards, Alexandra Montgomery, and Joan Booth, who have assembled the 
impressive range of donations in record time. 


