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It started with a love story...

Peter Whyte was a member of one of Banff’s pioneer families

and a talented artist who was encouraged to attend the

Boston Museum School of Fine Arts in 1927. 

There he met Catharine Robb who was from a prominent

family in Concord, Massachusetts. They fell in love, married in

1930, and moved to Banff where they made their home and

built a studio. From there, they would live and paint the

grandeur of their beloved mountains for the next thirty years.  

Catharine and Peter travelled extensively and continued to

paint and draw through the 50s and 60s until Peter’s death in

1966. Catharine then turned her concerns to the community,

travel, skiing, and conservation. Their interest in culture and

understanding of philanthropy ultimately led to the

development of the Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies

which opened in 1968. Catharine remained involved until her

death in 1979.

The Whyte Museum opened in 1968 and has expanded to include impressive

collections that represent the history, art, people, and cultures of the Canadian

Rocky Mountains.  

The Archives and Special Collections hold over 800 achival fonds and

collections that represent the culture and history of the Canadian Rocky

Mountains. More than 700,000 photographs and over 1500 sound records,

motion pictures, and videos give an invaluable glimpse into the social political

and economic history of this area, including the remarkable people who

created them.

The Whyte Museum's art collection embodies the artistic spirit and vision of our

founders Peter and Catharine. The collection includes over 10,000 items

spanning the early 1800s to the present day. Featured are drawings, paintings,

prints, and sculptures by celebrated local, regional, national, and international

artists who have been captivated by the local landscapes.

The Heritage collection includes artifacts that help to convey the stories of the

numerous residents of and visitors to the town of Banff and area. Over time the

region has become a destination for adventurers, artists, climbers, explorers,

guides and outfitters, hikers, immigrants, Indigenous Peoples, and sport

enthusiasts. Items from these individuals acquaint us with the past while

simultaneously connecting us with the present.  

T H E  W H Y T E
M U S E U M

A S T E R  B I G E L O W  ( P U R P L E
P A N S Y  A S T E R ) ,  1 9 0 3 ,  B Y
M A R Y  S C H A F F E R



T H E  A U C T I O N

Over 150 wonderful and intriguing works of paintings,

photographs, sculptures, folk art, ceramics, and memorable

mountain experiences from generous donors will be open for

bidding in the first-ever online auction hosted by the Whyte

Museum in early June.

An immediate and generous donation came from Doug Levis

who is contributing the services of his well-known auction

house, Levis Fine Art Auctions. “We will do anything we can for

the Whyte. It’s a very special place," says Levis. “We are

delighted to be working with Levis on this special event which

will help celebrate the 115th anniversary of our remarkable

founder Catharine Robb Whyte,” says Whyte CEO Donna

Livingstone. “We are especially pleased to announce that there

will not be a buyer’s premium on any lot. It’s touching to see

how quickly and generously people responded with

donations. It speaks to the role that the Whyte has played in

mountain culture for more than 50 years.”

The proceeds from the sale will go towards supporting digital

access to the collections and exhibitions, as well as

Indigenous programming. The theme of the auction is Rocky

Mountain Legends, with items and experiences that will

connect buyers with mountain culture. Works of art that span

the history of the Bow Valley, from F.M. Bell-Smith to the

present including paintings by W.J. Phillips, H.G Glyde, Michael

Cameron, and David Thauberger. There is also a large selection

of wall-worthy photographs, from the dramatic historic black-

and-white prints of Byron Harmon to the very contemporary

images of Tyler Los-Jones and Diana Thorneycroft. Quirky folk

art sculptures and a signed first-edition book by Emily Carr

will also attract a wide range of interests.

 

Experiences range from luxury accommodation packages,

helicopter rides, ski and heli-tour packages, personal events

with mountain legends such as Sharon Wood and Chic Scott,

and a visit to the intriguing and private Canadian Museum of

Making. Fran Drummond, legendary operator of the Twin Falls

Chalet, is donating some heritage pieces. Local art galleries

have reached out to their clients and artists and more

donations are arriving every day.

The auction has been organized by a team of volunteer Board

members including Hope Smith, Rod Green, Allison Edwards,

Alexandra Montgomery, and Joan Booth, who have assembled

the impressive range of donations in record time



CMH Summer Adventure

What makes an adventure truly memorable? An incredible

experience that you return to long after it has passed. Hans

Gmoser understood that when, in 1959, he introduced the

world to heli-skiing and over 3 million acres of mountain

snow. His vision expanded to include summer hiking

adventures and wonderfully comfortable mountain lodges.

It’s at CMH Summer Adventures where these special

memories live - where you can explore free from the crowds

and the chaos of everyday life. Somewhere you’ll not only fly

above some of the most astounding scenery in the world, but

also land within it, plant your feet on the soil, and roam

among the enormous glaciers and mountainous peaks that

both inspire and humble. It’s different there. It’s

transformative, connective, and it’s alive with joy. This is your

chance to experience the wilderness as few people can!

British-born and trained Frederic Marlett Bell-Smith moved

to Canada in 1866, and helped establish the Society of

Canadian Artists in 1867. As a renowned landscape painter

he was one of the first artists invited by CPR President

Cornelius Van Horne to come out to Banff and paint a

number of watercolours and oils of the Rocky Mountains

which would be used to promote passenger travel to the

‘wild west’ on the new railroad. This piece is a particularly

vibrant work of Bell-Smith’s.

S A M P L E  A U C T I O N  I T E M S  

F.M. Bell-Smith

Watercolour Painting 

“Glacier Cascade, Selkirks”



S A M P L E  A U C T I O N  I T E M S  

Walter J. Phillips

Wood Engraving on Paper

“Banff Springs Hotel”

Walter Phillips was born in Lincolnshire, England in 1884.

Trained at the Birmingham School of Art, he was a

successful watercolour artist in England before he

emigrated to Winnipeg in 1913. Although watercolour

remained his primary medium, the wood block print was an

enduring interest which brought his work to a wider

audience. In 1940, Phillips was asked to be artist in residence

at the Banff School of Fine Arts. He moved to Calgary in 1941

where he taught at the provincial Institute of Technology

and Art. He died in 1963 leaving a legacy of uniquely

Canadian art. 

By Emily Carr

Signed First Edition

Klee Wyck

Emily Carr (1871-1945) is one of western Canada’s most well-

known artists. Born in Victoria, BC, she painted themes from

nature as well as imagery from her travels among the

Indigenous peoples of the west coast. In her late sixties, she

turned to memoir writing and this, her first book includes

sketches about her travels and experiences. The book won

the 1941 Governor General’s Award and holds an important

place in Canadian literature. The title Klee Wyck is a

nickname given to her by the Indigenous peoples in Ucluelet.

It means “Laughing One.”



M I S S I O N

The Whyte Museum of Rocky Mountain Culture is a gathering place to

engage with the evolving history, peoples, cultures, environment, and

ideas of mountain cultures.

 

 We provide memorable experiences that give individuals new ways to

look at the world and to consider their place in this mountain landscape

 



A B O U T
C A T H A R I N E  

R O B B  WH Y T E

Catharine Robb was born on June 13 , 1906 in

Concord , Massachusetts , and raised in an

affluent household. She briefly dated John

D. Rockefeller II , and made her social debut

in Boston 1924. New England ’s high society

didn ’t interest her and she began her art

education at the School of the Boston

Museum of Fine Arts in 1925.  

There she met Peter Whyte , an artist , and

son of a pioneer Banff family , and on June

30 , 1930 , they were married and moved to

Banff in August . They built a log home and

studio that became a gathering place for

their many friends and visitors to the area.  

The couple spent the next thirty years

painting and exploring the mountain

landscape they loved so well .

Contemporaries such as Carl Rungius ,

Belmore Brown and J.E.H. MacDonald

provided an influence and encouragement

for their work. 

Talented artist and painter , philanthropist ,

conservationist , community builder , Catharine

received many national and local honours ,

including the Order of Canada in 1978 for “her

active interest in the Native peoples and for her

support of museums , art projects , theatres ,

libraries , parks and conservation in Alberta .”

She was given an honorary doctorate from the

University of Calgary and was named

outstanding citizen of the year in 1969 .

Perhaps her most treasured recognition was the

name “Princess White Shield” given to her by the

Stoney Nakoda in recognition of her steadfast

commitment to and support of their

community .

Catharine died in 1979 . The Town of Banff

recently named 101 Bear Street the Catharine

Robb Building as “a fitting tribute to this

outstanding philanthropist whose legacy is felt

every day in Banff .”

1 9 0 6  -  1 9 7 9



M E E T  T H E
A U C T I O N  T E A M

Board of Directors, Whyte Museum

Allison Edwards

Board of Directors, Whyte Museum

Joan Booth

Board of Directors, Whyte Museum

Alexandra Montgomery

Community Representative

Roy Andersen

CEO, Whyte Museum of the Canadian

Rockies

Donna Livingstone

Auction Chair

Board of Directors, Whyte Museum

Hope Smith

Board of Directors, Whyte Museum

Rod Green



P R E S S  R E L E A S E S

Banff’s Whyte Museum Celebrates Late Founder’s 115th Birthday with
Online "Mountain Legends" Art Auction:

Fundraiser to Support Virtual Access to the Collections, and Indigenous
Programming

“llecillewaet Glacier”

BW silver gelatin photo by Elliott Barnes

c. 1907



C O N T A C T  U S

Whyte Museum of the Canadian
Rockies

 

Box 160, 111 Bear St., Banff, AB T1L 1A3

Canada

Phone Number
Donna Livingstone, CEO 

403-762-2291 ext. 300


